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This Week…
Readings this Sunday
First reading: 1 Samuel 16:1,6-7,10-13
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 22(23)
The Lord is my shepherd:
there is nothing I shall want
Second reading: Ephesians 5:8-14
Gospel acclamation:
Glory to you, O Christ,
you are the Word of God!
I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
whoever follows me will have the light of life.
Glory to you, O Christ,
you are the Word of God!
Gospel: John 9:1-41
Communion Antiphon:
The Lord anointed my eyes: I went, I washed,
I saw and believed in God.
Feasts of the Week
Wednesday 25th March – The Annunciation
of the Lord
Prayer
Fr Patsy would like to reassure parishioners
that we, as a church, are praying that the
situation concerning Coronavirus will improve.
We here in the Parish of Holy Family continue
to offer our prayers for all those adversely
affected by the coronavirus and their families.
We also hold all who are sick or frail in our
hospital, hospice and care homes in
prayer….together with all those who care for
them.

twitter: @HolyFamilyRCSou

Mass will not be celebrated in Public until further notice
Whilst we are unable to celebrate Mass together in public,
Fr Patsy will be including the Parish’s Mass intentions in his
personal Mass offering.
We pray for our sick
Paul Mahoney, Jimmy Hubbard, Ian Gardner, Cecilia Walsh, João
Rolo, Michael O’Neill, Joseph Warden, Patricia Ball and Louise
Apperley.
To be included on the sick list please, write down names and post
them in the presbytery letter box. Please make the person aware,
as they may not want their name published.
We pray for all the lately dead
Archbishop Peter Smith
Anniversaries
Edward Foden, Charles Joseph Trainor, Veronica Goodall, John
Robert Porter, Harry Ward, Edward Forden and Vincent
McMullen

Important Information
In these challenging times the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of
England and Wales have sent a directive to say that Mass will
not be celebrated in public until further notice.
In his letter Archbishop Malcolm states that: ‘This is not a
decision which is taken lightly, but it is one which we believe is in
the best interests of all the faithful, in light of government
guidance. The obligation to attend Sunday Mass and Holy Days
is removed for as long as this crisis continues.’

God made us a family, We need one another, We love one another, We forgive one another, We work together, We play
together, We worship together. Together we use God’s word, Together we grow in Christ, Together we love all people,
Together we serve our God, Together we hope for heaven, These are our hopes and ideals, Help us to attain them, O God,
Through Jesus Christ Our Lord.

Praying together as an Online Community
As a starting point we will pray Evening Prayer of the Church on Saturday evening at 6 pm when we would have had the
Vigil Mass and on Sunday morning will pray a Liturgy of the Word at 10.15am (midway between the times of our two
Masses). This will be done remotely using ZOOM technology.
Everyone is welcome to join in. We will all require patience - since we have never done this before, we may take some
time to be ‘slick & seamless’! If you would like details of how to join - please email the parish on
holyfamily.southport@rcaolp.co.uk and details will be forwarded to you and you will be kept in touch of developments.
Keep well and keep in touch.
Magnificat During this challenging time, while we are unable to attend Mass Magnificat are offering free online access to
the Mass readings of the day and the prayer of the church. Available through https://us.magnificat.net/free
Urgent Appeal Is there anyone out there who would like to knit squares to make in to small blankets to send to refugees
in Syria? All you need is: size 10 needles and double knitting wool- any colour
The squares need to be 26 stitches by 46 rows and each row in knit only.
Please leave your knitted squares in the basket in the Sacristy and Maggi Butler will assemble them in to the blankets. For
more information contact Maggi on 01704 233855
The Most Reverend Malcolm McMahon OP, Archbishop of Liverpool, has issued the following Pastoral Letter
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, “The Lord is my shepherd, there is nothing I shall want”
I send my best wishes and prayers to you and those you love at this time of uncertainty, unprecedented in modern
history. We are living in challenging times and as such are called to live as the Church in a different way in these days. We
are unable to gather for the Holy Eucharist and other times of prayer and praise in our communities and parishes but our
hope and trust in the Lord Jesus’ presence continues.
With the threat of Covid-19, the English and Welsh bishops have unanimously agreed to suspend all public celebrations of
Mass and other liturgies in the Cathedrals and Churches up and down the land from Friday March 20th. This is done to
protect us all. Your priests will continue to offer the Holy Mass without a congregation physically present to ensure our
prayers and concerns are offered to God as always. We are seeking new ways to express and live our faith in these trying
times. But we should remember that as God’s holy, faithful people we are filled with hope and the belief that Christ
always walks by our side and accompanies us in our trials and tribulations. The Lord is present to us; He hears our
prayers; He understands our concerns. You and I are being called now, more than ever, to pray, to place ourselves in His
presence in these days and walk humbly with our crucified and risen God.
I know that you understand that we must do everything we can in the battle against Covid-19 and to offer this necessary
sacrifice of gathering as the Church for a short while in order to assist with this. This will also mean doing other things
differently but social distancing and limiting gatherings with others does not mean that we close in on ourselves and
forget others, rather our faith turns us outwards to those in need. There are those in our community who are more
vulnerable to Covid-19. We can telephone them to ask how they are doing and if they need shopping or medication. We
can all do our part to be the hands and eyes and ears of Jesus Christ as St Teresa of Jesus suggested in her prayer. These
new circumstances allow us to be closer through social media. Holy Mass will be live-streamed from the Metropolitan
Cathedral, St Anne’s, Overbury Street, St Gregory’s, Chorley and St Mary’s on the Isle of Man; and the archdiocesan
website will keep you abreast of new initiatives which will unite us in our prayer.
In these strange and peculiar circumstances let us ask the prayers of Our Lady;
We fly to thy protection, O holy Mother of God, despise not our petitions in our necessities, but deliver us always from all
dangers, O glorious and blessed Virgin. Once again, assuring you of my spiritual closeness at this time. May God bless you
and your families, Most Reverend Malcolm McMahon OP, Archbishop of Liverpool

Churches Together in Southport There will be no meetings until further notice
Pope Francis Prayer intention for March: Catholics in China We pray that the Church in China may persevere
in its faithfulness to the Gospel and grow in unity.
In hospital? Your spiritual and religious care is just as important as your physical, psychological and social needs For
emergencies ask the ward staff to contact the priest on call. You have to request a visit so we can see you when in
hospital. In the current situation only the priests from our chaplaincy team are allowed into the hospital, when
requested by the staff if someone is very poorly, so no one is able to receive Holy Communion on the wards as normal.
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